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Letters and Sounds 

 Letters and Sounds is a phonics resource published by 

the Department for Education and Skills in 2007. 

 It aims to build children's speaking and listening 

skills in their own right as well as to prepare children for 

learning to read by developing their phonic knowledge 

and skills. 

 It sets out a detailed and systematic programme for 

teaching phonic skills for children starting by the age of 

five, with the aim of them becoming fluent readers by 

age seven.



What we teach during a phonics session-

Letters and Sounds – phases 

Phase Phonic Knowledge and Skills
Phase One (Nursery/Reception) Environmental sounds, instrumental sounds, body sounds, 

rhythm and rhyme, alliteration, voice sounds and oral 

blending and segmenting.

Phase Two (Reception) up to 6 weeks Learning 19 letters of the alphabet and one sound for each. 

Blending sounds together to make words. 

Segmenting words into their separate sounds. 

Beginning to read simple captions.

Phase Three (Reception) up to 12 weeks Learning the remaining 7 letters of the alphabet, one sound 

for each. 

Learning digraphs such as ch, oo, th.

Reading captions, sentences and questions.

Phase Four (Reception) 4 to 6 weeks Children learn to blend and segment longer words with 

adjacent consonants, e.g. swim, clap, jump.

Phase Five (Throughout Year 1) Children learn more graphemes for the phonemes which 

they already know, plus different ways of pronouncing the 

graphemes they already know – ‘the complex code’.

Phase Six (Throughout Year 2 and beyond) Working on spelling, including prefixes and suffixes, 

doubling and dropping letters etc.



Enunciation!

Your child will be taught how to pronounce the 
sounds purely and distinctly so they can 
blend to read and segment to spell.

Some should not be said like that! 

e.g. say ‘c’ ‘a’ ‘t’ not ‘cuh’ ‘a’ ‘tuh’ 

Do not add the ‘schwa’ sounds!!



Common Exception Words

 These words do not fit the sound rules. We call them 
tricky words and children learn to read them on 
sight.



Spelling in Key Stage 1 











Spelling in Key Stage 2



Spelling logs from year 3 

– personalised spellings 

recorded and tested at 

least fortnightly 

Spelling logs should go 

between school and 

home (like the reading 

record)





Pyramid 

spelling

Children build the 

word one letter at 

a time, creating a 

pyramid



Doodle writing

Children create a 

doodle on the page, 

then write their 

spelling in amongst 

the doodle. Using 

their neatest writing 

will build familiarity 

with the pattern and 

feel of the word.



Rainbow WritingRainbow WritingRainbow WritingRainbow Writing

Children write their spelling in their neatest 

handwriting, using their favourite colour. They 

then go over the word in a second colour, 

then a third, then a fourth etc. until they have 

run out of colours!



Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check

This is a familiar method that can be effective 

as children look closely at the word and say 

it, perhaps sounding it out, before writing it 

down then checking their spelling.



Spelling games and activities

- Create a wordsearch or crossword

- Unjumble anagrams of the words

- Find spelling patterns 





Identifying and addressing personal 

spelling errors

Children have the opportunity to review 

their own written work;

They may identify spelling errors by 

underlining the incorrect section of the 

word;

They are then encouraged to check the 

spellings.



Using text

Our approach to the teaching of English -

‘Reading into Writing’;

Children may be encouraged to find 

spelling patterns and conventions in texts 

read;

We also undertake investigations into 

spelling patterns and vocabulary for 

different purposes.



Spelling investigations

Children may look at specific spelling 

patterns, e.g. ough, -tial and –cial

Deriving rules

Finding and making links



Glossary


